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APPLICATION FORM 



EDINBURGH FESTIVALS RESPONSIBLE AI ACCESSIBILITY CHALLENGE (2026)
Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council



Timeline:

1. Mandatory Registration of Interest due 5pm (BST) Monday, 5 October 2026	Comment by Gavin Leuzzi: add link
2. Applications due 5pm (GMT) Tuesday, 27 October 2026.


We encourage applicants to work on their applications using the following form prior to uploading the information online.


Link to Online Application








[bookmark: _Hlk146449915]
Data protection
In providing your completed application you are giving explicit consent for us to process your request for funding, and to use your data for monitoring and reporting purposes. Your data is managed confidentially and will be held by the BRAID programme team based at the University of Edinburgh, with some data shared with our funders the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and review panel, evaluation partners, and the University Research Office. Your data will always be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018, the General Data Protection Act 2018 and therefore also in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Our privacy notice can be found here.

Data retention period: We will hold this information for a period of 5 years from the end of the AHRC grant award, after which it will be disposed. You can withdraw or modify your consent to collection and processing of personal information at any time by writing to braid@ed.ac.uk.

Section 1: Applicant and project details 
Copy and paste details in this section into online application form when ready for submission
	Details of project lead

	Name of Project Lead
	

	Current position
	

	Email address
	

	Name of UK Research Organisation 
	

	Key contact
	

	Current position
	

	Email address 
	



	Project details

	Project title
	

	Project start date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	

	Demonstrator delivery date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	

	Project end date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	

	Total BRAID funding requested (£s) 
	£

	Total estimate contribution 
from Project Partners (£)
	Cash amount: £
In-kind amount: £



	Project partners

	Partner Name
	Organisation Type
	Role in Project
	Budget (£)

	Deaf Action
	D/deaf-led charity
	Mandatory project partner (baseline involvement)
	£20,000

	
	
	
	




Section 2: Project Summary
Copy and paste details in this section into online application form when ready for submission
	Responsible AI challenge (max 200 words)
Describe the proposal in simple, plain-English for a non-specialist audience. Describe what you are doing, why it matters for the D/deaf community and what you expect to achieve. This summary may be published on the BRAID website if awarded.






	Abstract (max 150 words)
Provide a concise technical abstract of your proposal, including the accessibility challenge addressed, the approach and methodology, and the demonstrator deliverable.









	Key areas of interest 
Select which areas of accessibility your project addresses


[ ] Real-time BSL interpretation or translation
[ ] Audio description and spoken-word access
[ ] Captioning and subtitling (live or pre-recorded)
[ ] BSL-accessible content creation tools
[ ] Wayfinding and event information accessibility
[ ] Remote access and streaming for D/deaf audiences
[ ] Audience participation and interaction
[ ] Other (please specify):



Section 3: Case for support 
Save this section as a separate PDF attachment and upload to the online form when ready to submit. Max. 6 x A4 pages, 11pt Calibri font.

Vision and legacy
Consider how the proposal addresses the festivals challenge.
Describe the specific D/deaf accessibility problem your project addresses and why it matters for Edinburgh Festival audiences. Explain your proposed AI-enabled or AI-assisted solution and how it works. Describe the expected impact and legacy for the project, including how you will know if you have been successful.

Approach and methodology 
Consider how the proposal embeds arts and humanities (co-design) methods and engages with the D/deaf community.
Describe your co-design methodology: who will be involved, in what roles, and at what stages? How will you work with Deaf Action as mandatory project partner? What activities do you plan to commission from Deaf Action beyond the baseline £20,000? How will you ensure that D/deaf communities benefit equitably from the outputs of your project, including access to foreground IP? How will be project embed equality, diversity and inclusion?

Responsible AI dimensions
Consider how well the project speaks to BRAID’s aims and the Responsible AI ecosystem.
How does your project adopt principles from the Festivals Edinburgh’s AI framework and BDA discussion paper mentioned in the guidance note? How does the project align with the BRAID programme and engage with the wider Responsible AI ecosystem?

Team and delivery
Consider how the team’s expertise, capacity and plan secures delivery of project.
Describe the project team, including the lead applicant, any co-investigators, and key project staff. Explain why this team is well-placed to deliver. Set out your project plan, including key milestones. Identify your plans for Summer 2027 and at what point you will deliver the full demonstrator. Describe your approach to project governance and risk management. What are the main risks and how will you mitigate them?

Budget and sustainability
Consider how justified the budget in terms of value for money and any plans to sustain outputs beyond funded period.
Justify the key costs in your budget. Explain how this project represents value for money for public investment. What is your plan for financially sustaining the impact, outputs or demonstrator beyond the funded period? 


Reference list
-
-
-

Project plan and milestones
Set out in bullet points key milestones for your project (what the project team will deliver or achieve and by when). Include who will be involved and where any mid-term reporting is best to fall. This will be used to assess feasibility and enable scheduling of milestone review meetings. Entries can be brief and there’s no need to repeat detail already covered above.

	Milestone
	Target date
	Deliverable / output
	Who is involved
	Notes 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





Section 4: Budget 
Save this section as a separate PDF attachment and upload to the online form when ready to submit. Max. 3 x A4 pages, 11pt Calibri font. n.b. Detailed costings prepared by your research office must be attached separately. 

Summary of Funds Requested

(All costs must be directly incurred and necessary for the project. As AHRC 100% directly incurred costing rules apply, do not include estates, indirect, or fEC costs). VAT may be included where it cannot be recovered.


	Name of Finance Officer 	Comment by Paula Mika: In red: moved to finance section all together now

	

	Email address
	




	Budget category
	BRAID Request (£)

	Staff costs
Salaries, employer NI, pension contributions for named staff
	£

	Subcontracting costs
Non-commercial subcontractors paid for discrete project services. 
Note: this should include the minimum £20,000 for Deaf Action baseline. 
	£

	D/deaf community engagement and co-design
Workshops, BSL content, user testing, participant recruitment, honoraria
	£

	Accessibility
Captioning, audio description, BSL production for project outputs
	£

	Technical R&D
Software development, AI model costs, infrastructure, licences
	£

	Research expenses (non-staff)
Materials, evaluation, dissemination, publications
	£

	Travel and subsistence

	£

	TOTAL (BRAID grant request)
	£

	Declared partner contributions estimates (cash/in-kind)
Commercial partners and others contributing resources. Shown for assessors as evidence of leverage and not part of the BRAID grant budget.
	Cash amount: £
In-kind amount: £
Total: £ 






Justification of Resource
Explain why each resource is needed and how it represents good value for the impact you expect to achieve.




Section 5: Ethics and data protection
Copy and paste details in this section into online application form when ready for submission

	Ethics approval (max 150 words)
Explain your approach to ethics approval, informed consent and participation. 





	Data management (max 150 words)
Describe what data you will collect, how it will be securely stored, how long it will be retained, and how it will be made available or disposed of at the end of the project.





Section 6: Intellectual property
Copy and paste details in this section into online application form when ready for submission

	Background IP (max 150 words)
Briefly identity any background IP the project will use and how it will be accessed. 





	Foreground IP (max 200 words)
Describe how foreground IP will be managed, licensed, or made openly available. Explain how the D/deaf community will access outputs, data and tools created by the project. If you are proposing commercial exploitation of IP, explain how this is consistent with the Responsible AI and public benefit aims of the challenge.




Section 7: Additional attachments

	Letter of support from your Research Organisation 
	☐
	Letter of support from Project Partner(s) (optional)
	☐
	CV (max 2 x A4 pages) for Project Lead and Co-Investigators
	☐
	Research office costings
	☐




Section 8: Declarations

By submitting this application, the lead applicant and authorised signatory confirm that:

1. The information in this application is accurate and complete to the best of our knowledge.
2. The research organisation has the capacity and legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with AHRC/BRAID.
3. The project team has not submitted or intend to submit this project, or a substantially similar one, to any other funder without disclosing this to BRAID.
4. The lead applicant and all named team members have read and accept the AHRC grant conditions for this call.
5. The lead organisation will comply with the AHRC’s open access and research data policies.
6. The lead organisation has appropriate governance and safeguarding arrangements in place, including for working with D/deaf community members.
7. We have made, or will make, any required disclosures about conflicts of interest.
8. We understand that BRAID reserves the right to carry out due diligence checks on the lead organisation and key team members.
9. We consent to BRAID sharing this application (excluding commercially sensitive data) with assessors and AHRC.


	Signature of lead applicant

	
Signature of lead applicant
	
Date

	Name
	Role/Position
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